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Editorial: 


lolwut 


by Lindsay Barbieri 


Delroy is gone. Hampshire's Public Safety has joed 
in a Holy Alhance with Mt Holyoke and Smith Everyone 
seems happier for it 

We have 2 new Dean of Students! Dawn has been seen 
around campus checking in on things like Intern Tramning 
has repeatedly spoken of wanting to iarok or a 
fully in Hampshire events, even if # means stzping aier 
hours. Her one desire, as far 2s I con tell, is to make long- 
lasting meaningful connections with students 

Unless you've been lrving under 2 rock_ or possibly m 
know about the OneCard System in use in Merrill znd Dak 
Though there have been no epic faibures yet, some s 
about how reasonable it is to leave your ID in vario places 
(pub safety, house ofice) in exchange for keys, vacmms and 
the like if that makes it impossible to access your dorm ball 
unless it is 2 reasonable time of dzy with plenty of 
somtiniieee Lidice are 
keys (not cards) that I know of, 2nd ail of them reside im the 
Public Safety office I can think of several scenarios where 
this could be 2 catastrophe Most mvok bs 


The former Seadent Leadexsiap Contes terned Semdeat 
Development Center foc Leadessimp (SDCL) tus bad 
zoother identity cms ft s sow called C ae 
aod Actemties These os 2 crazy band of mterus ont these 
calling ¢ Compe Leadersinp and Actomties Wesomeces ss 
i con become the CLAW. bet we fr baad of 
upstzading ctiwens hes adopted the xame change 

Ficom bzs 2 permanent eauplowee cab 2 7 
should be processed m 2 Gaels mannex and Gamgs (ox of 
Signe: Seantnar) seem to be becomang muoee secon 

Ef you xe over the age of 21 poe we dined > am = 
ie sic scgh Sieg by i ingest - 
that Hampers seems to be emaeg | Eacepe Sor Se ce 
of Zombie precastions os campers) Well we how long 
Hampshire can keep thas mp_ 

Thangs that have stayed the some. 

The Omen. 

Robertz. 

The fact that Pos el workeeg om evot & 11pm oe 
2 Monday Hopeislir Jesh 2 dupincations iB loves as x 
manch 2s we love a=! = 


Policy 


The Omen is 2 beweeldy pablicosion thax 
is the world’s only example of the P 
application of a swaightforwasd policy: we 
publish all signed submisions fom mex 
bers of the Hampshire commanisy ther xe 
not libelous. Send us your impassioned yer 
poorly-chought-our rants, seificuertion Ge 
fiction, MS Paint comics, znd whiny emo po- 
cary: we'll publish i ail, and we're happy to 
do it. The Omen is about giving you 2 voice. 
no matter how little you deserve it. Stace izs 
founding in December of 1992 by Seephanie 
Coke, the Omen has hardly ewer missed an is 
sue, making ir Hampshire's longes-running 

lived 

Yous Omen submission (youre submiz- 
ting right now, right?) might not be ediced, 


zed we coct promise aor pices 
ther so 2oy booeadous mmedies cer pour 
feck, mot cork We do promi: aot oo amex 
omic pling cides in mbeimiocs 
to medke por leok fooled Your nebeninsi 
meest tacede your real came 2s opes foraat 
comes wich 2 mespoosbiliry wo mike ownes- 
ship of your views (Nocx Views cpeemed 
in the Omen do not necemarily xfer the 
aqyone. zapwhere, [rng or dead 

takes place on aizereae Saresday mighes 
the basement of Merill on 2 com ome 
come. We dont bier. You an fad the Omen 
on other Fridays in Sag. the pox ofScr. oc 
oa the door of your mod 
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Madame Guillotine 


or, How ! learned to sto 
by Maggie Cobb 


of an excuse that is so fabu- 


sounds like a lie, but is, in fact, en- 
f excuse that makes one flail mental- 
t, why can’t [ legitimately make 

excuses like that?!” Why can’t my life be that interesting? 
chology class in high school was 

For example, my AP Pry a he local po- 

nce going to be visited by a detective nem t i. 
tee department who specializes in catching — rede 
tors. But on the day he was scheduled to come pe to us, 
he had to postpone the appointment because he'd been = 
all the previous night working on a stabbing case that stil 
hadn't been solved. It led me to believe that detectives get 
the best excuses. Imagine the possibilities: “Sorry I didn’t ds 
my homework last night; I was working on a stabbing case. 
“Oh, gee honey, I'd love to go to your mother's for dinner, 
but I'm working on a stabbing case!” 

However, to my delight and chagrin, I have now joined 
the ranks of those capable of making most excellent excuses. 
I'd even be happy to tell you my wonderful, valid excuse. All 
you have to do is ask me what I did this summer. 

Go on, ask: what did you do this summer, Maggie? 

What did I do? I got kicked out of France. 

So, I've collapsed on Josefin Akerblom’s bed in Stock- 
holm, Sweden, having been up since 2:45 A-fucking-M in 
order to catch a Ryanair flight from Frankfurt to Stockholm, 
and she remarks, “Yeah, I’m pretty tired, too; I didn’t get a 
lot of sleep last night.” 

My response? “Well, at least you didn’t get KICKED 
OUT OF FRANCE.” 

Later that day, Josefin, Faye, and I are walking Faye’s dog 
through Vastertorp, and Trolla starts whining. “She gets up- 
set when I won't let her go wherever she wants,” Faye ex- 
plains, tugging on the papillon spaniels leash. 

“At least she’s never been kicked out of France,” I retort, 
glaring at the tiny pooch through narrowed eyes. , 

After our walk, Josefin and I return to her house—but I 
nearly walk right by it, inexplicably expecting the drivewa 
to be further down the hill. Josefin chuckles ly 

; at my absent- 

mindedness, but I leapt quickly to my own defense: “I can’t 
help being inattentive; I’m still recovering from the trauma 


= See 


Once in a while one hears 


lously ridiculous that it 
tirely true. It's the sort of ex¢ 
ly and lament, “Goddammi 


ae “OMENS | 


p worrying and love the Swedes 


of being kicked out of France!” 


until the next shakeup. But expulsi 
an country stays with you forever! ' 
years time—‘I shouldn't have to aa Myself in a 
Other, I got kicked out of France!” ishes, Significant 
Perhaps I should elaborate on the 
enabled my use of this excuse. This com 
fession that I am somewhat reluctant t 
tually get kicked out of France. I did Not caus 
outrageous international scandal. I was not ‘ any sort of 
the border with the admonition to neve bea actos 
Sarkozy did not strike me dumb with his Evil E ‘ Nicolas 
cast me from his country with a flick of his ae TOW and 


oh-so-French finger. In fact, I could have stayed aa 
lone 


some sight-seeing, but Why stay at a youth hostel in Paris fo 
three days when I can pay just as much for a plane ti ashe 
spend a week in Sweden with my best friend who loves as 
and welcomes me with open arms? 

Iarrived in France on May 18, ready to pass the next three 
months as an au pair for a passel of adorable little French- 
speaking scamps. I quickly fell in love with the children: 
Jeanne (age seven) did not hesitate to tell me how much she 
loved me, Margo (age four) declared that I could be her big 
sister, and Antoine (age two) pronounced my name “Picky” 
Mama Charline, however, was a different story. 

Don't get me wrong; at the outset, the experience 
looked like it would be sublime. Charline’s husband sold 
tea, so the house was filled with the stuff. The little Alsatian 
village and the surrounding, rolling farmlands were beauti- 
ful. The children were delightful, there was delicious cheese 
on the table every night, and Charline took me to the movie 
theater. Such contentment was not to last. I will not get into 
the intricacies of the events that eventuated; I fear that to do 
so would only bore and confuse you with unnecessary and 
incomprehensible details. Suffice to say that the excrement 
hit the ventilating system. The kind version of the ey, 8 
that things didn’t ultimately work out with the family. ‘The 
less kind, albeit slightly truer version, is that Chains 
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a psycho-neurotic harpy bitch with selective blindness and 
the incapacity to let go of her Past, who refused to trust my 
word or accept that she might, in fact, be wrong about some 
things. 

Okay, fine, it would make sense to explain something 
of Charline’s reasons for expelling me from her household 
and the lives of her children. In essence, she decided I wasn’t 
eating enough and didn’t want to spend the summer taking 
care of me as well as her children. Given that she herself has 
a history with anorexia, I can understand that she would har- 
bor fears of it; however, her inability to get over past events 
should not have put the kibosh on my summer plans. 

(The preceding paragraph is so utterly the ultra-diluted, 
Reader's Digest Condensed version of the story, it’s not even 
funny. But if I really got into the nitty-gritty detail, I could 
rival the Encyclopedia Britannica in length. For serious.) 

So despite that, in her own words, I was wonderful and 
intelligent and gentille comme un coeur and interacted beauti- 
fully with the kids, I still lasted less than a week. Moreover, 
when informed of the fact that I was leaving, I was expected 
to be out of the house within forty-eight hours. 

I could go on for hours about this woman. On Monday 
morning, we're looking up flights to Sweden. I'd spent the 
previous afternoon frantically emailing cries for help to 
various European friends before getting a response from 
blessed, beautiful Josefin (“Dad says we've got you covered! 
What time do we pick you up at the airport?” HOORAY!). 
Charline wants to know if I can book a flight for Monday 
night. Well, no. As much as I’d like to—at this point it was 
difficult to say who wanted me out of the house more, Char- 
line or myself—I’m unable to arrange such a thing. I can get 
a flight for Tuesday, though. 

“Tomorrow?! But tomorrow doesn’t work! It’s so in- 
convenient! I can get a sitter for today, but tomorrow just 
doesn’t work with the kids’ schedules!” Gee, I’m sorry, Psy- 
cho-Bitch-Charline, but there’s FUCK ALL I can do about 
the flight schedules and airline policies! You're the one kick- 
ing me out of your home and expecting me to make arrange- 
ments on ridiculously short notice; you're going to have to 
deal with the inconveniences that arise. 

So I book a flight for early-squirrely Tuesday morn- 
ing. (Recall the aforementioned 2:45 AM wake up call.) 
Fortunately, Psycho-Bitch-Charline’s husband will be driv- 
ing me, since he works semi-near the airport. I make my- 
self scarce until the time of my departure. This isn’t hard; 
Psycho-Bitch-Charline has even stopped calling me down 


for meals, which is remarkably counter-intuitive when one 
considers why she’s kicking me out of the house in the first 
place. Then she tells les enfants that the reason I’m leaving is 
because I didn’t spend enough time with them what the fuck. 
This is nothing close to the reason she gave me for leaving. 
Thank you, Psycho-Bitch-Charline, turn me into the villain 
and make it all my fault! And of course Jeanne and Margo 
are sobbing and Margo is protesting, “But you were going to 
be my big sister!” and Jeanne is clinging to me and weeping, 
“It’s too, too bad that you have to leave!”... And in flies Psy- 
cho-Bitch-Mama-Charline like a veritable valkyrie, screech- 
ing at them to quit crying and get the fuck to sleep, she’s al- 
ready explained the situation to them a million damn times 
and they'd better deal with it. UM. 

After four hours of sleep, I’m standing in the darkness 
of the foyer and remember that Psycho-Bitch-Charline still 
has to pay me for the one week I spent with them. Oh yes! 
She retrieves some bills from the credenza. “I owe you 125 
euro, but since I gave Laura 25 for babysitting on Saturday, 
I’m only going to give you 100 euro.” UM. Gee, you had told 
me that Laura was there to help me with the kids, not replace 
me. I really didn’t want to get into an argument at 3:00 A- 
fucking-M and I was eager to leave, so I took that money 
and fled. (If only I'd gone to Strasbourg on Friday, instead 
of staying a la maison because | felt sick; Charline had been 
going to give me my first two weeks pay in advance!) 

I did, however, get my revenge. I considered various acts 
of sabotage, but in the end I went for passive-aggressive re- 
taliation. To whit? That's right, I left my trash bag in my room 
for them to deal with, instead of disposing of it myself. And? 
I stole a banana and two apples, and a chunk of a baguette, 
for travel-munchies. Ooh, aren’t I deviant and vengeful. 

So ANYWAY, I took refuge in Sweden for a week, since 
having planned on being abroad for three months, I re- 
ally didn’t feel like going home just yet after only a week. 
And I really love the Swedes, because they are wonderful 
and beautiful and beatific and I think everybody should be 
Swedish, because it’s really fabulous. Mother Theresa and 
Gandhi and Mr. Rogers were probably all secretly Swedish. 
Sweden is sunny and filled with lilacs and ridiculously attrac- 
tive, bikini-clad women, and television has subtitles instead 
of being dubbed so Your Resident American can not only 
understand what's being said, but also doesn’t have to en- 
dure the unsettling experience of watching Ashton Kutcher 
speak French. And did I mention the bikini-clad women? 

Of course, by the time I got back to the United States, 
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after recovering from jet lag, | 
New Hampshire and 
his es- 


June had barely begun and 


forced to run around 
fora job ( 
1, still has not 
had ajob this summer...until I g 


southern 
atask which, at the time t 
been accomplished ) It's an- 


ot kicked 


was 
Vermont looking f 
say is being writtet 
noying, because | 
out of France. 

| want to emphasize th 
there, I don't hate France. Id 


bear a shocking amount of animosi 
satian Momzilla and deeply resent the way her actions com- 


pletely deconstructed my life in the span of twelve hours. I 
can't help but associate everything that's going to happen 
this summer with everything that was supposed to hap- 
pen. I'm invited to a party on July 19, and my first instinct 
is to decline the invitation because of course, I can't make 
it, I'm going to be in Paris then OH WAIT. I won't be in 
Paris. Why? Because I was kicked out of France. I need to 
reschedule the orthodontist appointment previously set for 
early August because I won't be home yet OH WAIT. I'm 
already home, having been kicked out of France. And per- 
haps most upsetting, I don't even care anymore. I'm sick of 
francophilia. After studying French for ten years, I plan on 
dropping it from my schedule as soon as add/ drop period 
starts and taking something that doesn't inspire such post- 
traumatic stress—like Swedish, perhaps. 

Despite the 180 my summer plans made, I've come 
to the point where I'm rather glad I'm not spending three 
months in France, for a variety of reasons. I get to see my 
ak to 4 to : party on July 19, I don’t have to spend 
oN ee ne same roof as a Psych-Bitch-French- 
veeeraten - ithe er = to endure the latter, who 
lonctoeal same os . cer wn McLaughlin may 

Bo octane be another stabbing case. 
kicked out lta. 8 chit ee 


at despite my awful experience 
on't even hate the French. I just 


ty towards a certain Al- 
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by Evan Silberm, 

Greetings and saluations, faithfy) an 
evening and I’m sitting down here in t 
paring this sorry issue for publicat; 
of self-referential ranting ae Ordinarip ae Pre. 
rial, but I'm not really the editor, tno to the see 
column. In all likelihood, my work waif here in, 
untimely arrival of the Editor, who is i be obvia 
in Northampton with unspecified ind ae 
the lurch with no editorial and some nly leavin me 
comics ‘a to be provided to me. "Specified amount o 

In the meantime, I shoul : 
am Evan Silberman, and I’m sie ‘ntroduce Myself | 
fall. As you may know, the poi 0 i 
a capital “EB” is one of great power and 
cific privilege is that the Omen Editor is a 
from having to lay out the Omen, and iat absolved 
her time boozing with her Significant, ones may spend 
in editorials far later than she really ought er and turning 
Omen editor with a miniscule “e’ I'm nae ae me, an 
sit by himself in the lonely Omen office se whe Betsito 
know how InDesign works, arranging ante Tetending that 
a pleasing fashion, or at least without dey Lone 
of things by accident. Inevitably, Lindsay ae eet 
hand me an editorial that takes up more Space taal oad 
and the whole fucking issue will need to be Ges Ka 4 
That's as may be. Of more relevance to you jee 
is that I am doing this all for you. Yes, you. Each and ce 
one of you, even those of you who can’t stand this ra Tie 
Omen is here to give a public voice to every student 8 this 
cianpad. Isit here late at night moving boxes around because 
: a the Omen is important to this campus, and so I will 

g it to you, out of dedication to this:idea of an open fo- 
ram and open discourse. Hampshire needs the Omen, and 
I'm going to make sure Hampshire gets the Omen. In ex- 
change, I ask only that you make the Omen great. I can only 
make it pretty. It is your submissions that are the lifeblood 
of this publication. Whatever you submit, we will print, as 
long as it can be digitally reproduced and printed in black 
and white. The Omen isn’t me, or the other editors, or any 
of the noble editors who have come before. The Omen is 
you. And the Omen loves you. This implies that you love 
yourself, which I most certainly hope is the case. 

So, submit. ® 
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Convocation Address 


by Alex Torpey 


This is the text of the speech I gave at this year's Convo" 
cation address. There weren't that many students there, so 
wanted to share some of my thoughts through the ee ee 
wait Fee! free to email me or whatever if you read this and 
have questions, compliments or complaints. 

There is definitely a type of person who comes to Hamp- 
shire. We tend to be independent thinkers. We tend to vote 
left. We tend to like themed parties. Andwetend to like Pabst 
Blue Ribbon. But more importantly, we tend to be diffcult, 
very difficult. Don’t get me wrong, this is a good thing. Dif- 
ficult people are the innovators, and the pioneers. Difficult 
people don't accept no as an answer and don’t accept the 
status quo as the only outcome. Difficult people don't back 
down, and don't stop asking why. That's what makes us all 
great, and that what makes us leaders. For lack of a better 
term, we are all alpha-dogs. We want to take the lead, and 
we think that we have the answers to any problems. And you 
know what, we often do. But there are 1300 of us. 

So how do we reconcile that many passionate, innova- 
tive and aggressive minds? 

We all want to be heard, but how often do we want to 
hear? I know I can admit that at times I go into a situation 
thinking that its my way or the highway. And sometimes I'm 
too stubbom to admit that someone else might be right. 
I see a lot of that here. A lot of people talking, sometimes 
shouting, interrupting or otherwise trying in any way to be 
heard. We get frustrated becanse when you think you have 
the answer to something, it seems logical that everyone 
should listen to you. In our head, we've gone through the 
problem, examined the possibilities and found our answer. 
With that in mind, it almost seems logical why people tend 
to get upset when people ask why. 

And really, I don’t think being asked the question why is 
easy, but I have seen that simple question Lidscntaethat 
people preceieve as an accusation. I've heard people call 
other people ignorant and stupid simply because someone 
isi question why. Even if the person meant why be- 

ey were just curious for an explanati - 
it ends up init ee seen as ae reg a 
é ‘ definitely had 
the experience of asking someone “why”? after they caim 
something and been met with a cold stare as if asking what 


the hell my problem is for even considerin, 
agree with their assertion, or that their ass 
on faith as an absolute truth. 

But let’s be honest. We aren't right 

all 
we aren't right a lot of the time. That’s why time Ip fas 
is not a single person in this room, or in f here There 
doesn't make mistakes from time to time, A sii thar 
understand a situation sometimes. Especially Oesn't fully 
dents. We're hear to learn. And we have so US — a5 sty 
Not only classes and faculty here and the Plaga 
but eachother. There is so much we can | ty 4 schools, 
eachother. Let's try to frame our discourse beng to 
Learning from eachother is NOT about thy. 
people YOUR experiences, ideas, thoughts or — B Other 
about ASKING other people about THEIR Pinions. fr’; 
ideas, thoughts and opinions. Saperiences, 
The principles of discourse lay an ph. " 
Phenomenal found. 

tion for building our discussions off of. These Sion Gs 
ciples were written by the former President of Ham ao 
Greg Prince. — 


B that] Might nop 
€rtion | don't take 


1) That we value truth and the process of seeking tox 
as ends in themselves; _ 
2) That we accept responsibility to articulate 2 position 2s 
dlose to the truth as one can make it, using the best of onz's 
ability, available evidence and the rules of reason, logic 2-3 
relevance; 

3) That we listen openly, recognizing always thet n=w 
information may alter one’s position 

4) That we welcome evaluation and accept and even 
encourage disagreement and criticism even to the pot 
of seeking out for ourselves that which will disprove o= 
position; 

5S) That we refuse to reduce disagreement to persoad 
attacks or attacks on groups or classes of individuals: 
6) That we value civility, even in disagreement 

And 7) That we reject the premise that ends, no m= 
how worthy, can justify means which violate these 
principles. 
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Overall, Hampshire 1s a small place Even though wt 
seems too big when there are 12 people in a class all tryin 
to speak at once, 1300 is not that many people That 1 te 
our advantag e in many ways. Mostly, though, is that ‘ch 
= small environment means that each and every person's 
impact is far greater than it would be, szy 2t 2 school of 20 
thousand. Every idea and every action carry 2 much heavier 
weight here than somewhere else Along with that power 
comes a lot of responsibility, however. We need to focus on 
using each of our ability for change in a positrve way In my 
three years at Hampshire, I haven't felt like I've been part of 
a community where anyone can speak up 2t any time. 

Can't we leave all of the politics at the front gate? This 
isn't a debate on Fox News, we want to actually be able to 
talk about the issues, not just yell pre-written rhetonic = 
about anything. Hampshire is about learning k's about ex- 
not be one single student here th2t is nervous to raise thear 
hand im class and speak out. There should not be one stu- 
dent who feels like they can't go to a party because they ds 
agreed with someone earher that dey When an important 
issue arises, every single person on this compas should feel 
equally comfortable in contributing to the discussion, 

There is this study I 2hways love quoting, zed I sell can't 
remember which book over the years I've read thes = bet 
Tl som it up briefly. The study showed that m terms of ax 
of variation politically, racially, ethnically, socio-scomacalir, 
etc, fared munch better at solving 2 problem than groups of 
experts, that were 2ll of the same opmion Thx Gscoarse. 
that is one of the most valmable aspects of 2 kexmmmg com 
mamnity. Hzving to ight for your opamion and ideas builds so 
much strength and confidence 

It's be on Compeses bike Hampshee’s, where thee 5 
that one Republican id Now you Ga be tha 2 every mn 
of that student's academac 2nd soctal Ee that they bad 
Stand strong for what they beleved m There wos a> ome 
there to agree wath. and no ome to back them ap Alboor 
it's nice to be m am eevee where pou ape eS oo 
peers, if is mnteMlecemaly borime. Bet tha doemet == we 
can't have Gscomrse. Some of apy best Saemas =e poopie 
that I can approach with probiess and who wall Se we 
every side, tearing mer axgements and loge pert as I preset 


it At the end of the day, | know they respect me, and vice 
versa, and at the end of the day, I know that | am much more 
confident in my opinson because of that descourse, because 
I've had the oppurtunmty to see mv thorticomungs and cor 
rect them Let's do that here Let's use the power we all wield 
on this campus to create a real commemeansty 
discourse 1s not only acceptable, but encomraged 

But a camtionary mote- Talking about the prmcpie: of 
discourse and knowmg them ase very different than act 
ing on them And to be fae, # wont be easy to re Same 
descourse on this campus. Bet, 1 don't know Hampthee 
students to back down from 2 challeog-, and thes ws a chal 
lenge where each mdrvadual person's achhons have the po 
tential for 2 buge mmpact So let's not only challenge om 
selves, but bet’s challenge eachother to uphold respec 
crvilty 2ad treth m discourse om thas c ous wad to ct 
2s a place that walees thet respect, cuits and truth = =: 
Seme rezson, to learn Jets make oor $45 thomeand 2 we 
worth = and lear all we con whale we we becky emo 
Thank you. J 
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On Facebook (or Not) & Hypersocieties 
by Parimal Satyal_ —————— 


For quite a while now I've managed to actively stay away 
from Facebook and the idea of “social networks” in general. 
The reason — besides the obvious sense of resentment that 
it was someone else and not me who invented the thing — 
is because I never quite warmed to the idea of networking 
for, well, the sake of it. 

Even in real life — this phrase is becoming increasingly 
relevant, with such alternative worlds as Second Life and 
Kaneva giving people virtual ones — I don't handle very 
well with more than a couple of people. It’s a sort of weak- 
ness, but the whole “two's a company, threes a crowd” thing 
works for me, except it's more like “three’s a company, any- 
thing more and it’s a company on the brinks of declaring bank- 
ruptcy”. So while I value connecting with my friends quite a 
bit, especially ones I've lost touch with, I'm not convinced 
online “social networks” are the way to do it; conversely, I 
have a feeling that Facebook might actually have the oppo- 
site effect of alienating you from most people, leaving you 
with a slowly worsening New York Syndrome. 

The reason is this, and I'll take the liberty of being lazy 
and quoting something I wrote elsewhere: 


“...when an application starts telling me that A and E 
are now friends and that E would please like C to accept a little 
gift because D thinks he’s so “amazingly generous” rather coinci- 
dentally when T thinks the same of D and T would also like to 
friend A because hey, why not... it might get a little crazy.” 


You see, a lot of great things have come out of leaving 
things out. I’m not the only one who's religiously subscribed 
to this idea: Douglas Adams said so himself in an article ti- 
tled What Have We Got to Lose?, where he points to the Sony 
Walkman for having excluded the amplifiers and speakers 
and the Handycam for forgetting the unforgivable zoom 
function, both launching revolutions in their own scales. 
We've seen this work for Apple: the iPod shuffle itself is a 
remarkable example of taking basically everything but one 
little feature out and granting said feature with its very own 
fanbase. The same people who, when the shuffle functional- 
ity was always available in all the other models and in most 


software music players (as a little button tucked a 
where in the interface), didn’t think much of it wi, some. 

I'm going to go out on a limb here and ce 
a little (highly untested) psychological theo 
given fewer things and options to deal with, 
able to spend more of their processing power 
Moore’s Law and the fact that so many of 
ated way back when, might not be too im 
our newer Intel Core Duo cousins) on com 
analyzing them than on filtering out the le 
In the context of Facebook, what this means is that given 
the bombardment of data a user is asked to deal with — and 
Facebook really likes telling you things about your friends 
doesn't it? From who they're dating, what they're feelin 
names their friends like to call them with, causes they'e 
recruiting people for, flavour of ice cream they are — you 
have very little ability, or time, to connect with anyone at all 
beyond that almost superficial level that you're writing on 
their “walls” and dropping little comments and gifts and all 
these things you do because the interface lets you. 

One very valid reason that people I know have given me 
to use Facebook — well, two, actually — is to connect with 
long-lost friends. It’s nice, to know that the life of your arch- 
enemy of 10 years ago sucks just as much as yours does: 
there’s a certain sense of satisfaction. (But seriously, it can 
be nice catching up). The other is that, in certain conditions 
like when you're heading off to college, you can meet people 
and get a discussion going, saving yourself from having to 
verbally introduce yourself and spend countless ardorous 
minutes figuring out how exactly to meet people who will 
want to have to do anything with you at all. 

But I know that these things don’t always work the way 
we expect. That old friend's, and your own, excitement of 
meeting after so long will last about two weeks after which 
she isn’t so very antique anymore and all your new college- 
bound friends will be just as alien to you as you will be for 
them. The only difference in that second case is when you 
do go to College, the traditional “Hello” can be replaced with 
the possibly cooler, “Don’t I know you from Facebook?". 


come up with 
Ty of my own: 
Our minds are 
(which, given 
hese were cre- 
PFessive against 
Prehending and 
Ss relevant data. 
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$0 [haven't joined Facebook. I've almost done 
before and, because the College I'll be going toh 
askedime to “friend it” — the admissions committee, at least 
__ am close to doing it again. Everyone's feeling the wave: 
Colleges: businesses, presidential candidates, Internet -~ 
lebrities. We're getting ever more closer to that threshold, 
that critical saturation point where too much information 
begins to blend very nicely with a total lack of it, And as 
most doomsday-esque premonitions are inclined to be, 
most of us don't realize it. None of usis really much worried 
that Facebook now knows more about more people than 
any single one of us of us can ever wish to know. 

So as the world revs on and sinks itself deeper into 
a brave new world of online social networks, I stand high 
above atop a lonesome hill and raise the last great flag of re- 
bellion, clutching on to that feeble ideal of “less is more” But 
not for very long, it would seem, as I find I'm slowly begin- 
ningto lose my grip. 

(The way the author know the things he does — or doesn't 
— about Facebook, is by way of a fake, pseudo profile, which 
may or may not be against their terms of use; but then again, he 
isn't really “using” it in the usual sense of the word, is he?) 7) 

Mike Huckabee: 
Most Adorable Presidential Candidate Ever? 


by Eammon Gallagher 
T hope that we can all transcend whatever political dif- 


ferences we have, whatever petty idealogical divisions that 
tear us apart, and recognize the fact that Mike Huckabee is 
just adorable. Even the name- Huckabee- it sounds like he 
just stepped out of the Hundred Acre woods to impart his 
vision of the theocratic America of the future to an adoring 
public. Next to Ron Paul's spindly, gun loving scarecrow he 
just looks like a little teddy bear. And though the act of being 
next to Hillary or John McCain takes ten years off anyone's 
face, Huckabee just looks like a happy little tyke straight out 
of a Hardy Boys novel, just itching to run off and solve the 
mystery of the missing surplus or to go to the swimming hole 
in the yellow jalopy. The only competition in failed presiden- 
tial candidate cuteness is Denis Kucinich, who looks like a 
precious little hobbit. In fact, whenever I read the Fellowship 
of the Ring, I always picture Bilbo as looking exactly like a 
smiling, rosy cheeked Denis Kucinich, except maybe twenty 
years younger. But there's no question about it.. Huckabee 
has a band, for which he plays bass. When I was a freshman 
in high school, I always wanted to play bass for a cool band, 
so that means that Huckabee is not only adorable, he has at 
least the maturity of a prepubescent teen. Which is, compat- 


atively, pretty impressive. ® 
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On Securing an 
Independent Study at 


Hampshire College 
by David Axel Kurtz 


The following is based entirely upon my own observations and ex 
periences, and does not necessarily reflect the policies of the college or 
the opinions of anyone employed thereby. 

I should however state that, by the end of this semester, I will have 
completed seven independent studies in my time at Hampshire. ‘This is 
Seven more than many people get to take in all their years at this college. 
Three of these studies | completed as a Division | student; two of these 
went towards the satisfaction of my Div I distribution requirements. 
These facts, | Propose, give me sufficient authority with which to speak 
on the subject. 

The following, then, is a guide to securing independent studies 
at Hampshire College. It focuses primarily on doing so with, or from, 
Hampshire professors. First 1 shall discuss what an independent study 
is, and what is required from it, from the point of view of the college. 
Then I shall give what advice I can that might be helpful to the student, 
by analyzing the point of view of a professor. 

As to what is best for the student, | shall not begin to guess. 

The purpose of independent studies at Hampshire College is to 
facilitate student learning and student production that otherwise can- 
not be accommodated by a class, This term “class” includes all courses 
taught at Hampshire, or by any of the Five Colleges. A list can be found 
through The Hub or the Five College web site. 

To secure an independent study, one must simply fill out a form. To 
get credit for your work, one must simply do what they have promised 
to do. Independent study forms can be picked up during regular busi- 
ness hours from Hampshire's Department of Central Records, located 
on the first floor of the Cole Science Center between the offices of Dean 
Weisler and President Hexter. I believe their hours are 9.00 to 4.00, 
Monday through Thursday. 

These forms must be filled out in pen, signed by the student, the 
faculty member supervising them, and their academic advisor. There- 
fore the student, in order to secure an independent study, must have one 
professor who is willing to be their supervisor, and they must have the 
approval of their advisor. 

The job of a faculty advisor in this case is, first of all, to negotiate 
with the student just what their independent study shall involve. Sec- 
ondly they must do whatever they have promised to do. Thirdly, if the 
student fulfills his or her or whatever's side of the bargain, they must 
write that student an evaluation. The professor's contribution may 
therefore be as much as many hours of time per week, to as little as one 
hour of time per semester. I have experienced both. 

The form, signed and completed, must be passed in to Central Re- 
cords before the end of the add/drop period, which usually means that 
it must be turned in during the first two weeks of a semester (or the first 
week of JanTerm). The student's enrollment in the course will appear on 
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The Hub sometime (any time from an hour to a month) later. 

An independent study must, in most instances, be facilitated bya 
faculty member at one of the Five Colleges. It may on occasion be fa- 
cilitated by a nonacademic, or an academic outside of the Consortium. 
This may occur at the discretion of the student's advisor; if they sign off 
onit, it is a go. This guide shall generally focus itself on the securing of 
an independent study from a Hampshire professor, which is the most 
common form of indie. My suggestions in this guide may be applicable 
to other situations as well. 

A course must be entered into The Hub to carry academic weight. 
All entries into The Hub are of equal size, and therefore carry the same 
weight academically. Therefore, all independent studies must be consid- 
ered equivalent in weight to a Hampshire or Five College class. This unit 
of measurement can be compared to a single credit-hour in a college 
which employs a credit-hour system. At Hampshire, no class can offer 
either more or less than one credit (which is why some students can 
count a cooking class as being equal in weight to the completion of a 
course on molecular biology or advanced sociological theory). 

To pass Hampshire College's Division I program, a student is re- 
quired to complete eight courses or course-equivalents. Completion is 
determined by the receipt of an evaluation; an evaluation is therefore 
equivalent to one credit. In addition, five of these credits must be dis- 
tributed evenly amongst Hampshire's 5 Schools (one credit in NS, CS, 
SS, LA, and HACU, respectively). Most students take eight classes to 
satisfy this requirement, all at the 100-level. 

In order to count an independent study towards their Div I, the 
student must simply make sure that both their advisor and the teacher 
facilitating the study sign the independent study form. This is required 
for any independent study to be entered into The Hub. 

In order fora student to count a course towards their DivI distribu- 
tion requirements, the facilitator of their study must be a member of the 
school from which they wish to receive a credit. Only a HACU profes- 
sor, for example, can facilitate an independent study that will satisfy the 
HACU Div I req. The student must also make sure that they check the 
“100-level” box on the independent study form. 

To pass Hampshire's Div I program, a student is required to receive 
twelve credits from the completion of course of course-equivalents. 
They must also fulfill their contractual requirements as negotiated with 
their committee chair or chairs. Most students take sixteen classes (four 
per semester) at the 200-level or the equivalent course difficulty at one 
of the other Colleges. Some “concentrations,” such as Theater or Film/ 
Video, have additional special requirements. 

In order to count an independent study towards their Div II, the 
student must simply make sure that both their advisor and the teach- 
er facilitating the study sign the independent study form, and that the 
completion of the course is in accordance with obligations outlined in 
the student's Div II contract. The student should most likely check the 
“200-level” box on the independent study form. 

To pass Hampshire's Div III program requires a student to com- 
plete a Div III project, as negotiated by that student with their commit- 
tee. The student must also complete two higher learning activities, one 
per semester. Such an activity can be a course or course-equivalent of 
any sort, as long as it is approved by the student's advisor as being wor- 
thy. Most students take two classes at the 300-level or its equivalent at 
one of the other Colleges. 

In order to count an independent study towards their Div III, the 
student must simply make sure that both their advisor and the teacher 
facilitating the study sign the independent study form, and that the 
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completion of the course is in accordance with obligations outlined j 
the student's Div III contract. The student should most likely check the 
300-level” box on the independent study form. © 

Therefore, all a student must do is fill outa form, 
pass it in, and then complete the obligations that they have 
with their professor. If they do so, an evaluation should be entered into 
the student's records by their supervising professor. It will be viewable 
on The Hub and be made part of the student's transcript. It will then 
be, for all academic purposes, as if the student had completed a regular 
class. I've done it three times, and I'm still here. 

What follows, now, is an evaluation of the particulars of the Process 
along with suggestions as to how they ought best to be compensated for 
during a search for an indie. 

Firstly, a student must know what they wish to study or to produce. 
Otherwise they cannot go about trying to secure an indie in which to 
study it. They must have a fair knowledge of what they want to do, and 
at least a general idea about how they want to do it. This I will call the 
standard of Prefatory Definition. 

Projects can include anything on which you can get a professor to 
sign off. This ranges from reading to writing to teaching to preaching to, 
using the famous example of the movie PCU, playing Gameboy. I have 
taken independent studies that required no output at all A no Papers, 
No projects, just some reading ji and I have completed a study wherein I 
wrote over 200 pages, including a 130-page dissertation, all while having 
weekly meetings with a professor. For the record, these latter demands 
on his time and attentions made him very unhappy; he has since made 
fun of me in public on more than one occasion. 

Before a student goes to talk to a professor, they should be able to 
write a syllabus for themselves which includes their reasons behind cre- 
ating the study, the manner in which they shall prosecute it, and the way 
in which success in their study might be evaluated. This can usually be 
as simple as a one-page course description, though it is helpful to have 
included a breakdown of the student's proposed work schedule based 
upon the number of weeks in the year, anda description of the student's 
final project.. It must be stressed that the student should be prepared to 
negotiate the specifics of this document, as shall be discussed later. 

The student must then make sure that their independent study 
shall require them to learn and to produce at least as much as would be 
required of them in a regular Hampshire class of the equivalent tevel. 
Otherwise the course cannot be deemed worth one credit, and as there 
is no fractional credit system at Hampshire, the course cannot be begun. 
Thus a common independent study would (for a Div I student) involve 
readings, short analyses of primary research, and a mid-length final pa- 
per (~10 pages); for a Div II student, a series of smaller essays (~Sp) 
and a final larger essay (~2Sp); and for a Div III student, depending on 
the size of their Div III project and the amount that the indie is meant 
to be integrated into it, anywhere from less than that required of a Div 
Ito much more than that required of a Div II. It can be more, it can be 
less, or a student's work can be incomparable to these standards; yet a 
student must be able to convince a professor of its course equivalency, 
or they will not get the chance to perform their study. This I will call the 
standard of Evaluatory Equivalency. 

As stated before, an independent study is meant to facilitate that 
which a class cannot. It must therefore meet the standard of what I will 
call Exceptional Opportunity. Otherwise, when you pitch it to a profes- 
sor, they shall simply tell you to go take a class. If there is a class offered 
which would offer the student precisely what they want, the professor 
would be right in telling the student to take it. Otherwise they would be 
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for special treatment that they did not need, denying the profes- 


a % attention from people who need it more and deserve it better. 


80 therefore a student, in making their pitch, must Prove that the 
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ek they wish to do cannot be done in any classes currently available 
‘They must look at every course in the catalog and select those 
hat see™ to be near their desires. They must scrutinize these classes 
make sure that what they wish to study cannot be studied in any of 
een. or the project they wish to complete cannot be undertaken within 
their constraints. ; ; 
‘This assessment might very well require that the student contact a 
Graber of professors, to determine the precise contents of an upcom- 
ni class, and to assess their fitness for it. A student can eMail a profes- 
gor, but many professors do not return eMails and many that do shall 
do so with inconvenient notions of punctuality. A student May try the 
telephone, and meeting with mixed results. However, best results shall 
always be had ina person-to-person meeting, which can be scheduled 
either by dropping by the professor's office with datebook in hand, or 
by signing up on the professor's door for a slot in their scheduled office 
ae, student should be wary, however, as a professor will almost al- 
ways see a student who seeks special assignments for themselves as a 
challenge. A professor will often claim that one of their classes, or a 
class taught by one of their peers, is perfect for the student, and will 
be even better for that student than an independent study. The profes- 
sor may very well be right. They might also be mistaken to the point of 
self-delusion. The student must be able to say with a reasonable degree 
of confidence that the professor, in making such a statement, is wrong. 
Otherwise they had best follow the professor's advice, until such time 
as it proves clearly to be mistaken (or else, of course, proves perfectly 
~accurate). 
% The manner in which a student contacts professors regarding their 
classes is the same manner that a student should use to find, if they do 
~ not know already, the professor best suited to supervise them in an inde- 
pendent study. The biographies of the Hampshire faculty members, as 
‘well as descriptions of the classes they have taught and shall soon teach, 
can all be found online. This ought to give a fairly good understanding of 
_ whatare the professor's interests and specializations, especially if a stu- 
* dent doesn’t know enough other students to ask around. For a professor 
~ of chemistry will most likely not be competent to supervise an indepen- 
~ dent study in biology, or will, at least, suggest that a biologist is more 
~ qualified. This I would call the standard of Supervisory Applicability. 
1 Many professors will not wish to consider a student for an inde- 
pendent study unless that student has already completed one of their 


Glasses, to that professor's satisfaction. This because taking a professor's 
_ Class allows that professor see what a student needs, and what a student 


can be expected to do. The difficulty with this is that a student in a situ- 

~ ation inappropriate for them will hardly make a good showing. Ifa stu- 
dent wishes to avoid falling into this trap, they must move quickly and 
efficiently, 

- A student who wishes to avoid taking a class as a prerequisite for 
Setting an independent study must demonstrate in other ways their fit- 
ness and deservingness for such a study. They must meet with the pro- 
fessor and sell themselves and their project. A student may have as few 

_ 85 one or two office hour meetings, of 15 to 30 minutes each, to demon- 
_ Strate this, Perhaps they shall have to catch the professor on the way to 
__ the bathroom. Stranger things have happened. 


as The student must show that they are enthusiastic for the opportu- 
oo 


__hity, but not for its alternatives; that they are able to work well, owes 
still benefit from supervision and assistance; that they have a good bac 
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Ser sc require more knowledge and expertise; that 
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theraretl ‘a or in other academic areas; and finally, that the work 
y Oing is of interest to the professor 

This latter is most important, as professors at Hampshire College 
are under no obligation whatsoever to undertake an independent study 
with astudent. ‘They are not rewarded in any real way therefore. They are 
not paid more for doing so. Certainly they are not punished if they do 
Not. It will, in most cases, not be reflected poorly in their peer reviews, 
through which contract renewal and extension is conducted at Hamp- 
shire College. Therefore, Supervising such a study is a net loss for a pro- 
fessor, for it takes time and energy for them to do so. A student is obliged 
to convince the professor that their time and efforts shall therefore be 
rewarded, enough to balance the effort of their expenditure 

Likewise, a student has absolutely no bargaining power with their 
professors. They only thing they have to offer to a professor is the good 
feeling that comes from having facilitated good work and made a stu- 
dent happy. Every professor at Hampshire College might suddenly de- 
cide not to offer independent studies, and there would be no necessary 
disincentive in place. A student must work always with this in mind. 

In my experience, and from those accounts and anecdotes I have 
gathered, the professors who shall most easily give independent studies 
fall into three groups. First there are those who are new to Hampshire 
and are full of vigor for teaching in general; may blessings be upon those 
of them who don't bur out within two years’ time! Secondly there are 
those who have come to Hampshire, either right from grad school or 
as transfers from another college, because of their innate support for 
Hampshire's purported mission of self-motivated learning and unortho- 
dox inquiry. Thirdly there are those who have been at Hampshire since 
such an independent mission was truly Hampshire's universal design; 
some of these are founding faculty’ who have been with the school 
since its inception, or before. 

Yet for every one of these there is at least one who holds antitheti- 
cal opinions. There are some Hampshire professors who shall unequivo- 
cally deny independent studies to those who have not taken a class with 
them. Some will deny studies to Division I students without a second 
thought. Some will deny independent studies on principle, and shall 
not offer them at all, ever, without regard to deservingness of student 
or study, Some will offer them to a student only if they are that student's 
advisor or are on that student’ committee. 

A professor known to offer independent studies in quantity will 
likely have already an overfull schedule from having offered them to so 
many students. Approaching new professors who have not already an 
established reputation in this area may prove a wise investment. Like- 
wise approaching older professors to test whether or not their attitudes 
on the subject have changed over time. 

There is the case of a friend of mine who walked into a professor's 
office on the first day of his first year, asked for and got an independent 
study within ten minutes. If he wasn't such a good friend of mine, | 
would hate him absolutely, Likewise an acquaintance of mine actually 
completed an independent study with a professor who was on sabbati- 
cal at the time. Needless to say, such miracles ought not to be counted 


upon. 
And let me say clearly that there are some professors who would 


like to help, but just do not have the time, because they have commit- 
ments outside the college, because they have too many commitments to 
their Div IL and Div IIs, because they have commitments to the classes 
they teach, or because they have already agreed to supervise other inde- 
pendent studies. Though | must also say that many professors will say 
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that this is the case, though it may prove to be untrue. 

Likewise there are some advisors who will not sign an independent 
study form on principle. This is especially true of first year advisors. A 
lack of advisorial enthusiasm can be circumvented through direct con- 
tact with CASA, especially at the first year; the person to whom one 
ought to direct questions is the Dean of First Years. If the problem con- 
tinues, a student can arrange through CASA to switch advisors. This, 
I might add, is precisely what happened to me, and I lost a semester's 
worth of potential indies because of it. | had to have CASA act as my ad- 
visor for a semester, and they allowed me to take an independent study; 
only as a Div Limbo was I able to find someone to act as my advisor who 
was willing to so much as sign off on my scholarly proclivities. 

The entirety of this last criteria which must be met I shall call that of 
Supervisory Interest. It requires, in essence, that the student do a good 
job selling themselves and their idea for an indie. The student should be 
prepared to bend their idea to meet the professor's needs, both before 
and after they have met with that professor and made their pitch. 

One great difficulty that a student shall likely encounter is the 
paradox of value versus workload. An independent study must be of 
the same weight as a course to be accepted, but a professor will almost 
surely not have the time to take on a third courseload’s worth of work. 
Therefore the student must be prepared to demonstrate that great work 
shall be accomplished, all the while requiring little work from the pro- 
fessor. However, the student must allow the professor to be satisfied that 
they shall be able to supervise and, to a lesser or greater extent, con- 
trol the student's work as it continues. What results therefore is that the 
student must bend themselves into unusual and unnatural contortions, 
the precise shape being dictated by the situation and being different for 
every situation. 

Another is the difficulty a student will have in being unable to guar- 
antee that all other courses are inappropriate for them, when there is 
little way they could have even a summary knowledge of the contents 
of every course taught at Hampshire, let alone in the valley as a whole. 
Therefore a student ought best to approach a faculty member under the 
guise of an inquiry into where they ought best to go, and end only with 
the request, perhaps at a subsequent meeting, that the work be under- 
taken independently and under that professor's guidance. 

A professor will quite commonly attempt to use the defense that 


they are not the appropriate person to be supervising such a study as - 


you have pitched to them. Firstly the student must be willing to argue, 
based upon their knowledge of that professor, that they are indeed an 
appropriate person. Secondly they must be willing to modify their study 
to meet the professor's interests. Though once they have signed up for 
the study, it is much easier to change things, a student must still be pre- 
pared to bend themselves as they must. Thirdly the student ought, as 
in any negotiation, to be prepared to argue, and to not take “no” for an 
answer. Be respectful at all times, but do not be easily swayed. 

T usually recommend an air, not of haggling, but of groveling. It 
helps above all things if you can cry. | insist upon comporting myself 
with fortitude, and it is to my great detriment in many situations I am 
sure. I once was turned down by a professor for an independent study 
in poetry on the grounds that she had insufficient time. A friend of mine 
met with the same professor and pitched the same study some two 
hours later, and was accepted easily. The difference is that she burst into 
tears within five minutes. What we are training our children to do, by 
rewarding and reinforcing such behavior, I shall not speculate. 

That, then, is what you must be required to prove for your pitch 
of an independent study to be successful. You must come armed with 


a Prefatory Definition; you must provide a mechanism for Evaluatory 
Equivalency; you must show your need for Exceptional Opportunity; 
you must convince them of their Supervisory Applicability; and you 
must conjure in them sufficient Supervisory Interest. Consider this 
checklist; I recommend following it closely. 

‘Thereafter you must only present the appropriate forms to Cen- 
tral Records. For whatever reasons (about which I shall not speculate) 
many of the people in this office seem to be quite hostile to the idea 
of independent studies. I myself have been told by various employees 
therein that: Division 1 students cannot take independent studies; there 
is a per-student cap on the number of independent studies; a student 
cannot take only independent studies; a student cannot take indepen- 
dent studies off-campus. All of these things are false. If you inform them 
of the falsity of their suppositions, they shall eventually come to admit 
it themselves, though they might have to écheck upstairs’ in the Process. 
Do not be surprised, however, if they attempt in this manner to dissuade 
you. 

Upon my most recent trip to the office, I was told three of these 
things, all false. I was further told that an all-indie courseload had “never 
been done before, which I am not in a position to confirm. I was final- 
ly told that a courseload made up entirely of independent studies was 
“taking advantage of a loophole” and “is not forbidden, yet.” One of the 
people there chuckled and said that such a courseload was “still techni- 
cally OK,” but that it probably “would be over soon” once my example 
had been recognized. 

Yet until that time I myself shall continue to work to secure myself 
independent studies, for they are the way in which I can best pursue my 
education and produce to the height of my ability. With all these things, 
then, and a bit of luck, you shall soon likewise have an indie to call your 
own. I myself have three for this coming semester and am working on 
a fourth. My intention is to avoid the necessity of taking classes for the 
remainder of my time at Hampshire. This is not perhaps something I 
would recommend for everyone, but damned if I don’t think it is the 
best path for me. 

This is precisely the information that I wish I had been given as I 
came into Hampshire. In fact, it could have been useful to me as recently 
as six months ago. I hope it is of help to you, to those of you at least 
who are post-Tolkein enough that you are willing to lock yourself away 
Dwarf-like for three months with lamp and hammer, alone, knowing 
that the things you shall forge will be reward enough for your solitary 
efforts. 

Otherwise, then, there is the old miner's proverb: 

“Gold is where you find it.” 


Best of finding to you, 
~~david axel Kurtz (£06) =) 
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David's Widsom Nook 


An advice column by David Mansfield 


David Mansfield is the author of several self-help books, 
including Babies Don't Like Everyone, Making Marriages 
astound ‘The Great Big Book of Trains. He currently teaches 
botany oF something at Hampshire College. 


DEAR DAVID: 

A few months ago, my wife got a promotion. This means more 
money for Us, but also more responsibility for her. One of her meth- 
bus of dealing with this new pressure ts drinking. We used to have 
a glass of wine with dinner and a beer or two on the weekends. 
but now it seems lke she can’t relax until she has a buzz. Exvey 
night when she gets home, she bolts for the fridge and drinks unl 
she relaxes. I’ve told her my concerns and she assures me that she’s 
fine. But TP’'m worned. 

—Concerned Husband Anxiously Fears Wife’s 


Alcoholism 


DEAR CHAFWA: Remember that alcoholism is a dis- 
ease, not a choice. Like any other disease, it must be taken 
seriously and treated with the utmost- 

Oh, wait, alcoholism? No, that isn’t a disease, I was 
thinking of Blount’s Disease. Hah! Blount. I always get those 
two mixed up. 


SOMENOMENS 


SMENOMENOMENO9.12.080O™Er. 


So your wife is an alcoholic Have you med showing 
off your clean, healthy liver? Next time youre grooming tt, 
make sure it’s in plain sight. Over ume. her ieslousy. might 
just build to the Point where she has to stop dnnking, ifonly 
to win the liver-off you have so cleverly set in motion 

She might drink less if there were less alcohol around. so 
why don’t you Suggest letting the dog have some? It 1s hard 
to say no to a dog. 

You might also try swapping her hquor out for water 
while she's at work. If successful , the water will act as a pla- 
cebo and she won't even know that she isn’t really drunk 
However, she might know night away, get angry, and hit you. 
So watch out for the hitting. 

Whatever you do, the most important thing is that you 
be understanding. It might be easier to decide to quit alco- 
hol than it is to decide to quit having parasites in your blood, 
but you shouldn't remind her of that because then she might 
get sad and drink more to make herself feel better. Be con- 
siderate. 

On the other hand, you could always try becoming an 
alcoholic yourself, so that at least there isn’t a discrepancy. 
Sometimes, alcoholism can be easier than dealing with your 
problems and slightly more fun than enduring them. 


We wanted to bring you a comic strip by the 
inestimable Nate Wootters in this space, but 
we don't have a version with a high enough 

resolution. So, instead you get to read this 
pointless drivel. 
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I SURE DOS 
LET'S HAVE A 
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ABOUT IT! 


